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WELCOME
Letter from the Director

Sincerely ,

J O S H  B R I T T O N
Executive Director

As the sun sets on my fifth year here at Mount Shepherd, 
I’m amazed (but not surprised) at how God has been at 
work in this organization and ministry. I began in 2017, 
in the shadow of my predecessor Kent Shrader’s 27 year 
ministry. Mount Shepherd was in a decent position, but 
we faced all sorts of existential threats following the 
reshuffling of our Methodist districts. On my first week 
in the office, I was paralyzed in fear when we received a 
thick letter from a law firm. I was so sure it was a letter 
from a collections agency, and I dared not open it. So 
it sat on my desk all day, just taunting me. On my way 
out of the office, I sucked it up and opened the letter 
to discover that my fears were unfounded. This was not 
a letter from a collections agency--it was an estate gift 
in the amount of $10,000! My scarcity mindset was 
unwarranted.

From day one, God has been showing up with episodes 
like that. God has consistently sent the right resources and 
the right people. Whenever I begin to doubt the future 
of Mount Shepherd, God reminds me that God provides. 
And while it’s tempting to think I deserve any credit for the 
success of Mount Shepherd, the truth is that I’ve just had 
a front row seat to God’s ( and your) Faithfulness. I feel like 
Elijah in a famine when he marveled at the faithfulness 
of a mother and was astounded by God’s provision. You 
all have been the heroes. Our supporters and friends 
have propelled this ministry forward through faithfulness 
and generosity. This past year, we were able to send 
more kids than ever to camp with financial assistance.  
This is all because of you. You are a blessing and a 
godsend. 

At the end of 2021, we’ve just passed a budget that is 
essentially twice as large as our 2017 budget. We’re 
closing out a year that saw 73% growth in summer camp 
(compared to pre-covid metrics in 2019). And our staff 
is already hard at work in preparing for an even larger 
summer next year. We believe these metrics are so much 
more than statistics in a column. Rather, every number is 
a story. The 528 registrations for this year are 528 stories of 
experiences never to be forgotten.. One parent reported 
that camp “jump started” their child’s commitment to 
Jesus. Other parents reported growth in confidence and 
a deeper relationship with God. 

This is what we are about: lives being transformed 
through Christian camping. We know how important our 
task is because we regularly see the outcome. Children 
are receiving something special here. And it wouldn’t 
be possible without your support. Thank you for your 
partnership in this life-changing work! 

Sincerely,

JOSH BRITTON
Executive Director
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WELCOME
Letter from the DIRECTOR

The jar of meal was not 
emptied, neither did the  
jug of oil fail... 1 Kings 17



CHRISTINA
GIBBS
Program Director
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Christina Gibbs joined the 
staff at Mount Shepherd 
in January 2019. Since that 
time, Mount Shepherd 
programming has become 
an even bigger part of the 
overall experience for both 
summer campers and guest 
groups. Last year, Christina 
also completed training to 
become a Level II Certified 
Challenge Course Practitioner, 
which means she can train 
others on adventure elements. 
Here, Christina shares the 
importance of summer camp, 
her faith and her work …

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT:CHRISTINA
GIBBS
Program Director
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HOW DID YOU BECOME  
INTERESTED IN WORKING 
AT A SUMMER CAMP?
I went to summer camp once as a kid. I 
was terrified to go somewhere that talks 
about a guy named Jesus. A counselor 
named Heidi stuck close with me throughout the 
week. While she did share the Gospel, that’s not what 
made me believe in Jesus. It was because she loved 
and cared for me the same way she was telling me 
that Jesus loves and cares for us. God changed my life 
at summer camp, and I truly believe that God called 
me to camp ministry then. 

WHY DO YOU LIKE WORKING FOR  
A SUMMER CAMP? 
Summer camp is a place where kids and summer staff 
can be themselves and be fully loved. Camp is about 
creating space for kids to feel like they belong and 
that’s what we do at Mount Shepherd. I’m thankful 
that I get to be a part of creating that space. 

CHRISTINA
GIBBS
Program Director



WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PART  
OF YOUR JOB?
Technically, there are two things … I love building 
relationships with the people we serve – campers, camp 
parents, summer staff, and guest groups. I love keeping 
in touch and hearing about how life has been since I last 
saw them. I especially love hearing from camper parents 
who share about their camper’s experience. 

I also love leading groups in our team building program. 
It’s exciting when a group completes initiatives that 
they thought they couldn’t do when they began, and it’s 
great to see them learn new concepts and have deep 
conversations. 

HOW DOES YOUR FAITH IMPACT  
YOUR WORK? 
Faith is the basis of everything that I do at Mount 
Shepherd. We provide such a unique opportunity for 
people and children to experience Christ outside the 
walls of church buildings. My hope is that our guests 
have an impactful experience … like I did.

HOW DO YOU INCORPORATE FAITH  
INTO YOUR WORK?
I incorporate faith with kids and guests through our 
conversations about faith, but I also do it through my 
interactions with them. In Matthew 5, Jesus says “You 
are the light of the world; let your light shine before 
people.” My hope is that the way that I serve our guests 
is a reflection of who Christ is within me. 

-   04   -

-   03   -

completed training to become

a Level II Certified Challenge

Course Practitioner, which

means she can train others on

adventure elements. Here,

Christina shares the

importance of summer camp,

her faith and her work … 

-   03   -



BY CHRISTINA GIBBS

SUMMER CAMP
We had an exciting and busy summer at Mount Shepherd. 
More than 500 campers were served in our overnight and 
day camp programs--s a 73% increase from 2019! This 
summer also marked our first summer ever providing an 
off-site day camp at a local church in Asheboro. 

Our program focus for summer camp is outdoor play, 
relationship development, and growing in faith. With the 
challenges of the pandemic still around, Mount Shepherd 
is thankful for all families that entrusted us to provide a safe 
and fun environment for all campers. 
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BY JOSH BRITTON

WORDS FROM OUR 
CAMPERS AND PARENTS:

SUMMER CAMP 
This summer was huge! We had considerable growth, in spite 
of COVID-19. We have had some incredible growth but 
the number I’m most proud of is 157. That’s the number 
of children who were able to come to camp because of 
scholarships. Of that number, 11 of these scholarships fully 
funded camp weeks for children in foster care. Through 
a partnership with Angel Tree Camping, we were able to 
serve 37 children with 90+% scholarships. 

Camp has the power to change lives forever. And we are 
emphatic that this opportunity should be made available 
to all kids. All gifts given to our ministry contribute to the life 
changing impact for hundreds of our campers, but gifts to 
the scholarship fund specifically make camp a possibility for 
children with economic barriers. 

MOLLY DID THE ONE NIGHT OVERNIGHT 
CAMP OPPORTUNITY AND LOVED IT. 
HER COUNSELOR ALSO SENT HER A 
POSTCARD AND SHE LOVED THAT!

SHE FORMS SUCH A BOND WITH 
EVERY SINGLE COUNSELOR. THEY ARE 
SO AMAZING!

CHARLIE ADORES EVERY COUNSELOR 
AND STAFF AT MT. SHEPHERD. HE 
REALLY FELT A CONNECTION WITH THEM 
WHICH WAS, IN TURN, ABLE TO HELP 
HIM CONNECT DEEPER SPIRITUALLY.

HOW FAMILIES HEARD ABOUT
MT. SHEPHERD:

OVERALL SUPPORT FOR 2021:
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT:

ADVENTURE CAMP 
AND LEADERS 
IN TRAINING
Adventure Camp: 
This summer, Mount Shepherd launched the High 
School Adventure Camp. Adventure Camp is a blend of 
our weeklong overnight camp and an outdoor excursion 
experience. Campers enjoyed two full days of backpacking 
and exploring the natural gifts of the Uwharrie National 
Forest, a full day canoeing trip, climbing and on site camp 
activities. Campers were encouraged to venture outside 
of their comfort zone and grow closer to God. One parent 
shared this after her son’s camp experience: “My son started 
regularly attending church/ youth group after attending 
adventure camp. He got re-baptized in August. This was a 
great experience to jump start his spiritual journey.”

Leaders in Training (LIT):
This summer Mount Shepherd hosted an all-girls Leaders 
in Training session. This program was created to provide 
leadership opportunities to high school students not just 
at camp, but in their schools, churches, and communities. 
During their weeklong stay our LITs learned about their 
leadership styles and developed new skills in working with 
children and in a staff setting. They also had the opportunity 
to lead day campers in daily activities such as group games, 
devotions, and swim times.
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GUEST GROUP SPOTLIGHT:

WEST MARKET 
STREET UMC: 
Connecting with our retreat groups is always special to us. 
One of our longtime groups is West Market Street United 
Methodist Church, who have been faithfully retreating 
at Mount Shepherd for almost a decade! Youth Director 
Rhiannon Kelly says, “Mount Shepherd has been the home 
for our youth confirmation retreat, and we absolutely love all 
that the camp and staff have to offer!” While visiting each year, 
the group spends time growing deeper connections with 
each other, the United Methodist Church, and with God. In 
recent years, Mount Shepherd has also become the host for 
the annual WMS Children’s Summer Camp. This program 
allows for about 40 children to come and experience camp 
through their program. Kelly Says, “as a church, we are just 
so grateful that God orchestrated this valuable partnership 
between WMS and Mount Shepherd. We look forward to all 
of the retreats, camps, and day trips to come in the future!”

EPIC. EASTER. 
EXTRAVAGANZA. 
Mount Shepherd was delighted to host its very first Epic 
Easter Egg Extravaganza this past year. About 50 people 
came out on a chilly morning for a reimagined egg hunt. 
This was not your everyday egg hunt: we used all 543 acres 
of the property to hide eggs and show off our camp in the 
process! Another twist on the traditional egg hunt was that 
we “gamified” the event with color-coded eggs. Certain colors 
were hidden in more complicated locations and assigned 
higher point values. Congratulations to Meade, who won 
with a score of 342! A huge thanks goes to Anne Shaw and 
Jessica Cashatt for material donations!

OUR NEXT HUNT WILL TAKE PLACE  
SATURDAY, APRIL 9. WE HOPE TO SEE 
YOU THERE!



 What a wild ride 2021 has been! Despite the ups

and downs the past year has brought us as an

organization and a society, Camp Mount

Shepherd opened its doors to 522 summer

campers. That is a 73% growth since 2019. This

growth is a direct reflection of the hard work of

our staff and the support of donors, like you!

Mount Shepherd’s Board of Directors has been

busy this year. We regularly reviewed health and

safety policies to keep our staff and camp

families safe and healthy. We took a hard look at

our programs and policies, and publicly made a

promise to families to prevent racism and

financial inequality at camp.

Without the support of you, the families and

friend of Mount Shepherd, camp would not be

possible. Please remember us this Christmas

season and consider a donation to Mount

Shepherd. We provided 93 scholarships in 2021

and that money comes directly from YOU!

Thank you. You are providing the opportunity for

kids of all walks of life to experience camp and

Christian ministry in a way no one else can. We

are excited and looking forward to the work that

God will use Mount Shepherd for in 2022.

 

LETTER FROM
THE BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

Sincerely ,

K A T H E R I N E  R O B I N S O N
Chair,  Board of Directors
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LETTER from the 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
What a wild ride 2021 has been! Despite the ups and downs 
the past year has brought us as an organization and a society, 
Camp Mount Shepherd opened its doors to 528 summer 
campers. That is a 73% growth since 2019. This growth is a 
direct reflection of the hard work of our staff and the support 
of donors, like you!

Mount Shepherd’s Board of Directors has been busy this year. 
We regularly reviewed health and safety policies to keep our 
staff and camp families safe and healthy. We took a hard look 
at our programs and policies, and publicly made a promise to 
families to prevent racism and financial inequality at camp.

Without the support of you, the families and friend of Mount 
Shepherd, camp would not be possible. Please remember 
us this Christmas season and consider a donation to Mount 
Shepherd. We provided 93 scholarships in 2021 and that money 
comes directly from YOU! Thank you. You are providing the 
opportunity for kids of all walks of life to experience camp and 
Christian ministry in a way no one else can. We are excited and 
looking forward to the work that God will use Mount Shepherd 
for in 2022.

Sincerely,

KATHERINE ROBINSON
Chair, Board of Directors

L to R: Dr. Dennis Carroll (and granddaughter Emma); 
Michael Smith; Ray McKinnon; Ben Morgan; Charlie Lyons;  
Nikki Domally (son Logan); Frances Pariz; Rev. Chris Smith 

(wife Jaidy); Ryan Nunn (sheep Winston)
 Katherine Robinson; Gifford Del Grande (son Hayden)

 Angie Kern; Carla Freemyer; Paul Strahan    
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THANK 
YOU, 
DONORS
Bill Johnson Memorials
Arthur & Elaine Auman
Dr. Charles & Jacquelyn Betts
Edward & Andra Burks
John & Joanne Corsbie
Gladys H. Johnson
Dr. James & Wendy Kinlaw
Will & Katie Lagos
Clarence Manning
F. Carlyle Teague
Darrell & Linda Williams
Spencer Williams
Len Zeller & Peg Duffy

Gifts from Churches 
and Businesses
Fairfield UMC UM Women
First UMC Asheboro
FUMC Asheboro UM Women
First UMC Liberty
Green Memorial UMC=
Insurance Associates  
    of the Triad
JP Thomas & Company
Mount Shepherd UMC 
Youth Group
The Wesley Fund=

Individual Donors 
*indicates that the camper 
donated his/her camp  
store refund
=represents monthly donors

Rev. Aldana Allen
Steve and Melodie Andrews
Auman Family*
Dr. Corinne Auman
Banks Family*
Pam Bates
Beck Family*
Dr. Charles and Jacquelyn Betts
Sandra Bevels
David Blankenberg
Bodenheimer Family*
Jerry Bohnsack
Cecelia Brien

Dale Britton
Anne Britton
Erin and Josh Britton
Stuart and Caitlin Britton
Jordan and Katie Britton
Brooks Family*
Brubaker Family*
Buchanan Family*
Ed and Nancy Bunch
Larry and Patti Cahoon
Rev. Nancy Campbell
Dr. Dennis and  
     Connie Carroll
Jessica and Matthew Cashatt
Clark Family*
Rev. Garrett Collins
Rev. Steve Combs
Jay Councilman  
     and Vickie Moss
Kyle Credle
Jane Crisco
Justin Crowder=
Dr. J. Robert Darwin
Gifford Del Grande
Becca and Michael Dellinger=
Nikki Domally
Cindy Everhart
Rev. Lynda Ferguson
Ellen Florian
Floyd Family*
Rev. Ben Floyd
Carl and Nancy Floyd
Dr. Cheryl Freeman
Carla Freemyer
Galloway Family*
Jimmy Gilmer
Goley Family*
Gooch Family*
Goss Family*
Theresa Gray*
Griffin Family*
Chris and Stacy Griffin
Kathleen Gee
Mary Kate Harris
David Harris
Cindy Hayes
Shawn and Jill Haynes
Joseph Headen
Hege Family*
Katie and Spencer Henderson=

Rev. Rhonda Hermann
Pam and Jimmy Hill
Hillsinger Family*
Pat Holder
Ann Hoover
Dr. Kevin Hoover
Rev. Dr. J.F. and  
     Rev. Kari Howard
Gary Hubbard

James Hucke
Hughes Family*
Pam Humphrey
Tiffany Hunt
Rev. Jonathan Hunter
Hutcherson Family*
Ed Ingle
Rev. John Isley
Andrew Johnson=

Emily Johnson
Rev. James Johnson
Dr. David Jones
Rev. Fred and Taffie Jordan
Tim Kennedy
Angie Kern=

Faith Kidd
Roger King=

Laura King
Dr. James and
      Wendy Kinlaw
Craig Kivett
Warren and Fran Knapp
Rev. Emily Kroeger
Michael Lahr
Lamb Family*
Lawrence Family*
Sean Leonard
Lewis Family*
Rev. Katie Lineberger
Shelia Livengood
Rev. Johnny Lord
Rev. Adam Love
Molly and Charlie Lyons
Lyons Family*
Kelly Mandara
Maness Family*
Rev. Kris Mares
Art and Brooke Martinez
Massie Family*
Matthews Family*
Tony McDowell
Jeffrey McDowell
Heather McMillen
McNeil Family*
Zack and Hannah Medlin
Michael and Donna Miller
Mize Family*
Ben Morgan
Dr. Kenneth and  
     Claudia Murray
Nall Family*
Jason Norris
Ohnmacht Family*
Ben Owen III
Owens Family*
Elizabeth Owens
Pariz Family*
Frances and Marcelo Pariz
Park Family*

Dr. Gary and Marcia Parks
Katie Parnell
Parsons Family*
Casey Peterson
James and Pat Pittillo
Pittman Family*
Anne Presnell
Janet and Danny Priddy
Prillaman Family
Samuel and Missy Rankin
Kim Redd
Daniel Richart
James Richart
Katie Robinson=

Libby Robinson
Roys Family*
Saunders Family*
Anne Shaw
Shellman Family*
Erin Shellman
Sheppard Family*
Silk Family*
Sloan Family*
Rev. Ben Sloan
Archie and Linda Smith
Michael Smith
Jennifer Snotherly
Spruill Family*
Starling Family*
Sam and Freida Starnes
Carol Sutton
Charles and Susan Swiers
Kathryn and  
     Dr. Jonathan Thill
Sally Thomas
Fran Thomas
Matthew Thomas
R Thad Thomas
Michael Trogdon
Karen Tuck
Angie  Ware
Warner Family*
Robert and Elizabeth Watson
Betsy White
Whitt Family*
Dr. Todd Williams
Wyke Family*
Yanulavich Family*
Erin and Taylor Young=

IN KIND Giving
Doug and Susan Brawley
Steven and Becca Walsh
Addie Murray  
     and Hannah Stinson
Logan and Jill Brawley
Anne Shaw and Jessica 
Shaw Cashatt



Long before the first camper set foot onto Mount Shepherd Retreat Center,  
this ministry has been made possible by the extreme generosity of special people. 
Two such people died this year. Bill Johnson and Ken Murray both empowered 
our ministry through outstanding leadership and generosity. They served on the 
board of directors, lending their wisdom. But their contribution to Mount Shepherd  
was so much more than that. 

MEMORIALS 
Bill Johnson died March 23, 2021. Bill was a gifted writer, farmer 
and community leader. His wife Emily says that there were many 
summers where Bill spent more time at camp than he did at 
home. He chaired the board of directors for many years, and his 
leadership was essential through numerous building projects. 
Bill excelled as a fundraiser. He left his mark in so many ways, and 
one particular lasting gift is the history of Mount Shepherd that 
he penned for our organization. We thank God for Bill’s legacy. 
He was a wonderful friend, supporter and champion of Mount 
Shepherd Retreat Center.

Dr. Kenneth Murray passed away May 19, 2021. As a former 
engineering professor at NC A&T State University, Ken was a 
remarkable asset to our organization. He lent these professional 
skills in the reengineering of our lake’s dam. He was wise and 
attentive as a member of the board of directors. And equally 
important, Ken brought sincere passion and a servant’s heart to 
our ministry. One enduring memory of Ken is him on his hands 
and knees installing flooring in the director’s home. Here was a 
distinguished man willing to serve. We are grateful for his impact, 
which will continue for years. 


